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The  Memorandum  issued  hv  the  Ministry  of  Health,  as  to  the  contents 
and  arrangement  of  Annual  Reports,  is  on  similar  lines  to  that  of  last  year, 
and  much  of  the  information  required  is  a  recapitulation  of  that  given  in  my 
last  report.  A  portion  of  this,  such  as  that  dealing  with  the  physical  features 
and  general  character  of  the  district,  social  conditions,  etc.,  I  do  not  consider 
it  necessary  to  repeat. 

The  Population  and  Vital  Statistics  are  the  first  items  to  be  considered, 
and  the  Registrar-General  has  again  furnished  me  with  an  estimate  of  the 
population  and  with  a  return  of  the  Births  and  Deaths  belonging  to  the  district 
which  have  occurred  during  the  year. 

On  November  9th,  1920,  a  portion  of  the  district  comprising  almost  the 
whole  of  the  township  of  Ditton,  and  the  Halebank  portion  of  Halewood,  was 
incorporated  into  the  Borough  of  Widnes.  This  area  comprised  2,290  acres  of 
land,  and  had  a  population  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  at  3,955,  which, 
I  think,  is  rather  less»  than  the  actual  total. 

The  Census  Population,  1911,  was  21,196  for  the  whole  district,  in¬ 
cluding  the  inmates  of  Public  Institutions  (2,686  in  Workhouse  and  Asylum 

Annexe) . 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  1920,  for  the  whole  district  before 
annexation  is  19,657,  and  after  annexation,  15,702;  and  the  population  on  which 
we  have  to  estimate  this  year  is  19,083.  These  figures  do  not  include  the 
inmates  of  Public  Institutions. 

War  conditions  having  practically  come  to  an  end,  we  have  only  one 
estimate  for  both  births  and  deaths,  instead  of  the  two  furnished  m  recenj 


vears. 
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REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  RETURN  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 


Causes  of  Death.  Males.  Females. 

All  Causes  .  152  112 

1  Enteric  Fever  . * .  — •  — 

2  Small  Pox  .  — ■  — 

3  Measles  .  1  2 

4  Scarlet  Fever .  1  — 

5  Whooping  Cough .  1  — 

6  Diphtheria  and  Croup  .  1  2 

7  Influenza  .  2  5 

8  Erysipelas  .  —  — 

9  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  20  5 

10  Tuberculous  Meningitis. .  —  2 

11  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  .  1  1 

12  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  .  10  8 

13  Rheumatic  Fever . 

14  Meningitis  .  2  3 

15  Organic  Heart  Disease  .  5  5 

16  Bronchitis .  10  14 

17  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .  22  8 

18  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  .  1  2 

19  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  two  years)  .  3  2 

20  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  .  —  — 

21  Cirrhosis  of  Fiver . 2  1 

21a  Alcoholism  .  —  — 

22  Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease .  8  3 

23  Puerperal  Fever .  —  — 

24  Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal  Fever .  —  3 

25  Congenital  Debility,  etc .  6  9 

26  Violence,  apart  from  Suicide .  6  3 

27  Suicide  .  1  — 

28  Other  Defined  Diseases  .  42  33 

29  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  .  1  1 

Special  Causes  (included  above)  : 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever  .  —  1 

Poliomyelitis .  — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  (total)  .  25  16 

Do.  Do.  Do.  (Illegitimate)  1  2 
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Total  Births  . 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males 

283 

279 

4 


Population  (for  Births  and  Deaths)  . 

Mid-Year  Population  (for  Births  and  Deaths)  : 


Females. 

232 

222 

10 


19,083 


As  before  9/11/20  .  19,657 

As  after  9/11/20  .  15.702 


A  Comparison  with  other  years  made  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  is  as  follows: 


Per  1,000  of  Population, 


Rate  of  Deaths 


Birth-rate 

Epidemic  Phthisis  under  1  year 
Death-rate  Death-rate  Death-rate  to  1,000  Births 

1920 

26.8 

15.8 

0.68 

1.31 

79 

1919 

22.2 

17.8 

0.52 

1.26 

105 

Mean  of  10  years  i 
1910—1919  * 

22.7 

13.8 

1.24 

0.84 

96 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1920  on— 

Previous  year 

+4.7 

-4.0 

+  0.16 

+  0.05 

-26 

10  years  average 

+  4.2 

Nil 

—0.56 

+  0.47 

—17 

The  return  for  England  and  Wales  is  as  follows: 


Birth-Rate. 

25.4 


Death-Rate. 

12.4. 


Infantile  Death-Rate. 
80. 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  above,  our  Death-Rate  and  Infantile  Death- 
Rate  both  show  a  considerable  fall,  especially  the  latter,  which  was  abnormally 
high  last  year. 

The  Influenza  Death-Rate  also  has  fallen  from  2.33  in  1919  to  0.36  in 
1920.  there  having  been  no  special  epidemic  of  this  disease  during  the  past  year. 
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POOR  LAW  RELIEF. 

Hie  amount  oi  Out-Relief  paid  during  the  year  in  each 
as  follows  • 


township 


Bold  ... 
Crouton  . 
Ditton  . . . 
Eccleston 
Hale  ... 
Halewood 
Iinowsley 
Rainhill  . 
Speke  . . . 


£ 

s. 

d. 

73 

16 

6 

16 

7 

6 

316 

10 

6 

63 

4 

9 

31 

12 

9 

71 

6 

3 

7 

1 

6 

19 

5 

is 


Tar  bock 


Whis  ton 
Windle 


582  3  2 
27  10  6 


T1409  12  10 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Y\  A  TER.  The  W  a, ter  Supply  to  the  various  townships  has  been  the 
same  as  last  year,  except  that  Whis  ton,  to  a  large  extent,  has  been  supplied 
fas  a  temporary  arrangement)  from  St.  Helens  mains  instead  of  from  the 
usual  source  of  supply;  which  was  from  a  private  company  having  a 
pumping  station  in  the  township.  "  b 


i  Samples  have  been  taken  for  chemical  analysis  from  various  wells, 
as  follows  : 


Date.  Mark  or  Denomination  of  Sample. 

March  1st,  1920 . Shallow  well  at  Hesketh’s  Cottage 

Halewood 

May  1st,  1920 . Lord  Derby^s  Cottages,  Saddler’s 

Lane,  Eccleston 

May  1st,  1920 . Ramfold  Farm,  Windle 

May  6th,  1920 . Watery  Lane  Farm,  Windle 


July  10th,  1920 . Well  at  Kiln  Lane  Cottages,  Eccleston 

Sept.  4th,  1920 . Well  at  Moss  Lane  Cottages,  Windle 


Result. 

Unfit  for  Drinking  and 
Domestic  use. 

Unsafe  for  Drinking. 

Quite  unfit  for  Drinking 
and  Domestic  use. 

Not  at  present  satis¬ 
factory  but  might  be¬ 
come  so  if  protected 
from  contamination  as 
suggested. 

Quite  fit  for  Drinking 
and  Domestic  Use. 

Unfit  for  Drinking. 


Sept.  27th,  1920 . Well  at  Trap  Wood  Cottage,  Knowsley 

Sept.  4th,  1920 . Well  at  Green  Leach  Cottages,  Windle 

Nov.  1st,  1920 . Well  at  Blacklock  Hall  Farm.  Speke 

TOTAL  SAMPLES-9. 


hit  for  Drinking  and 
Domestic  Use' 

Not  very  suitable  for 
Drinking. 

Quite  fit  for  Drinking 
but  rather  hard. 
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RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Last  year  I  gave  a  description  of  the  chief  water  courses  in  the  district, 
and  the  one  I  mentioned  as  being  the  most  polluted  has  since  been  properly 
cleaned  out,  and  I  have  had  no  complaints  during  the  year. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

In  Bahey  s  Lane,  Ha-lewood,  an  old  sewer,  running  under  two  houses, 
and  not  shown  in  any  plan,  became  choked  and  caused  a  very  considerable 
nuisance.  This  has  been  done  away  with,  and  a  new  line  of  sewer  has  been 
constructed  along  the  roadway,  emptying  into  an  existing  sewer  near  the 
railway,  and  the  houses  in  the  lane  have  been  connected  with  it,  and  it  is 
nowr  working  satisfactorily. 

In  other  places  the  sewerage  is  the  same  as  last  year. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  no  conversions  of  privies  to  the  water-carriage 
system  have  been  made  during  the  year.  The  number  of  privies  in  the  district 
has  been  reduced  by  the  incorporation  of  Litton  and  Halebank,  from  about 
2,860  to  about  2,150,  and  the  W.C.’s  from  866  to  622,  or  thereabouts. 

The  waste  water  closets  number  18,  and  the  pail  closets  about  362. 

The  Council  are  arranging  to  pay  half  the  cost  of  conversion  from 
privies  to  fresh  water  closets. 


SCAVENGING. 

In  Rainhill,  Lccleston,  "Whiston,  \\  indie,  Bold,  and  Halewood, 
scavenging  is  done  by  contract,  and  it  was  also  done  in  this  way  in  Litton 
and  Hambank  before  they  were  taken  over  by  Widnes,  the  arrangements  for 
disposal  and  cleansing  being  the  same  as  last  year. 

Privies  and  ashpits  are  emptied  at  least  once  a  quarter,  and  ash- 

bins  weekly. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  our  Sanitary  Inspector  left  to  take  up 
appointment  in  another  district,  without  leaving  any  report  of  the  year’s 
work,  but  our  new  inspector,  who  took  up  duty  on  February  1st,  1921,  has 
done  his  best  to  remedy  this. 
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Under  the  Housing  Acts,  132  inspections  were  made,  and  defects  of 
various  kinds  were  found  in  94  of  these  cases. 

About  150  other  inspections  of  premises  were  made;  172  informal,  and 
six  Statutory  notices  were  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  of  various 
kinds,  and  these  were  all  complied  with. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the 

year, 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  NUISANCES  DEALT  WITH. 


Defective  Drains  Reconstructed  .  5 

Choked  Drains .  45 

Defective  Gullies .  9 

Defective  Soil  Pipes  .  8 

Defective  Yard  Paving  .  13 

Yards  Requiring  Cleansing .  3 

Defective  Water  Closets  .  11 

W.C.’s  without  sufficient  Water  Supply  .  5 

Defective  Privies  .  8 

Defective  Ashpits  .  2 

Total . 109 


DWELLINGS. 

Houses  Requiring  Cleansing  and  Lime  Washing  .  2 

,,  With  Defective  Roofs  .  12 

,,  With  Defective  Floors  .  18 

,.  With  Defective  Ceilings  .  6 

,,  With  Defective  Stairs  .  2 

,,  With  Defective  Walls  .  17 

,,  With  Defective  Sink  Waste  Pipes  .  10 

,.  With  Defective  Eaves  or  Down-Spouts  .  14 

,  With  Defective  Plaster  on  Walls  .  13 

-  % 

Total .  94 


Under  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  two  cases  of  insufficient, 
unsuitable,  or  defective  sanitary  accommodation  were  found. 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS 

OR  REGULATIONS. 

Since  the  incorporation  of  Ditton  and  Halebank,  no  offensive  trades 
are  carried  on  in  the  district.  There  are  also  no  common  lodging-houses,  and 
no  underground  sleeping  rooms.  There  is  one  house  let  in  lodgings  by  a 
private  company  for  its  own  workmen,  and  this  is  satisfactory. 


SCHOOLS. 

The  number  of  Public  Elementary  Schools  now  left  in  the  district  is 
16,  four  having  been  situated  in  the  portion  taken  over  by  Widnes.  They  are 
generally  satisfactory,  but  in  two  cases  there  is  no  constant  supply  of  water 
to  the  urinals,  which  should  be  remedied. 

School  Closure  has  had  to  be  adopted  on  three  occasions,  all  being  on 
account  of  Measles.  The  schools  affected  were:  Moss  Bank,  Clock  Face,  and 

Halebank. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

Milk  is  chiefly  obtained  from  farmers  in  the  district,  and  from  a  few 
purveyors  from  outside.  It  is,  as  a  rule,  adequate  and  wholesome. 

Under  the  1919  Order  (Mothers  and  Children) ,  milk  is  supplied  as 
before,  i.e.,  when  considered  necessary. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Only  one  slaughter-house  now  remains  in  the  district,  and  this  is  in 
good  condition.  No  public  abattoir  has  been  established  and  none  is  necessary. 
Meat  is  occasionally  inspected  at  the  rime  of  slaughter.  No  carcases  or  parts 
of  carcases  have  been  condemned  during  the  year  for  tuberculosis. 

In  1914  there  were  two  slaughter-houses  in  the  district;  in  January, 
1920,  two,  and  in  December,  1920,  one  only. 

The  bakehouses  are  generally  satisfactory.  The  Sanitary  Inspector 
has  inspected  a  number  of  hawkers’  carts  plying  in  the  district,  selling  fish, 
fruit,  etc.,  and  found  nothing  wrong. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

I  lie  most  prevalent  infections  disease  lias  been  Measles,  for  which,  as 

previously  stated,  three  schools  had  to  be  closed  for  a  time.  The  disease 

caused  three  deaths. 

Sixty-four  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  of  whom  59  were  re¬ 
moved  to  hospital,  and  three  died.  Sixty  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified, 

of  whom  45  were  removed  to  hospital,  and  one  died.  One  case  of  Enteric 

Fever  was  notified,  but  the  diagnosis  was  very  doubtful. 

One  case  of  Encephalitis  Lithargica  was  notified  after  her  removal  to 
a  hospital  in  Liverpool.  She  was  discharged,  apparently  cured,  but  later  went 
to  stay  with  friends  outside  the  district,  and  died  suddenly  there  before  medical 
aid  could  be  had,  and  the  death  was  attributed  to  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis, 
and  is  so  recorded  in  the  Registrar-General’s  return,  as  previously  given. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  of  charge,  and  a  supply  is  kept 
both  at  the  Sanatorium  and  at  my  house.  The  amount  used  during  the  year 
was  16  dozen  phials  of  ‘2,000  units  each. 

Throat  swabs  for  bacteriological  analysis  were  taken  in  eight  cases, 
chiefly  from  persons  suspected  of  being  diphtheria  carriers,  and  these  were  all 
negative. 

Sixty-three  cases  of  Dysentry  were  notified,  all  from  the  Asylum 
Annexe,  whence  came  also  62  notifications  of  Phthisis,  and  five  Non-Pulmonary 
cases  of  Tuberculosis,  and  21  out  of  the  total  of  25  cases  of  Pneumonia  notified. 

Many  cases  of  Pneumonia  are  not  notified  at  all,  as  is  clearly  shown 
from  the  number  of  deaths,  viz.,  30. 

No  cases  of  Trench  Fever  or  Malaria  were  notified  during  the  year. 

There  are  no  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  in  the  district,  but  many  of 
our  patients  attend  those  in  the  neighbouring  towns  of  Widnes  and  Prescot, 
which  are  attended  by  the  County  Council  Tuberculosis  Officers. 

Two  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  notified,  one  being  removed  to 
hospital  and  the  other  being  treated  at  home.  Both  recovered. 

There  were  four  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  two  in  Whiston, 
and  one  each  in  Bold  and  Ditton.  In  one  case,  one  eye  was  destroyed. 


The  total  number  of  notifications  received  during  the  year  was  as 


follows  : 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup .  64 

Erysipelas  .  44 

Scarlet  Fever  .  00 

Enteric  Fever .  4 

Puerperal  Fever  .  2 

Dystentry  .  53 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  .  1 

Ophthalmia  Noenatorum  .  4 

Pneumonia  .  25 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  90 

Other  Forms  of  Tubercle  .  13 

Total  .  334  • 


In  former  years,  the  case  of  Tubercle  notified  from  Public  Institutions 
like  the  Asylum  Annexe,  were  excluded  unless  the  patients  were  previously 
resident  in  the  district.  Now  all  are  included. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

A  whole-time  Sanitary  Inspector,  with  an  assistant  Inspector  of 
Nuisances,  is  employed  by  the  Council,  both  being  under  my  supervision.  Our 
Inspector  left  at  the  end  of  1920,  to  take  up  another  position,  and  a  very 
capable  man  was  appointed  in  his  place  at  the  beginning  of  this  year. 

The  Hospital  Accommodation  for  the  treatment  of  Infectious  Diseases 
consists  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  with  36  beds  and  staff  as  before,  and  a  Small 
Pox  Hospital  in  the  same  grounds,  which  has  recently  been  reconstructed,  and 
is  now  in  very  good  condition  and  ready  for  the  reception  of  any  cases  whicn 
may  occur.  Both  Hospitals  are  available  for  the  treatment  of  cases  from  two 
or  three  other  districts  besides  our  own. 

The  cases  treated  in  hospital  during  the  year  numbered  132.  Of  these, 
104  were!  from  our  own  district,  viz.,  59  Diphtheria  and  45  Scarlet  Fever;  and 
28  from  outside  districts:  7  Diphtheria,  20  Scarlet  Fever,  and  one  Enteric  Fever. 

There  were  four  Deaths  in  Hospital,  three  being  from  Diphtheria  and 
one  from  Scarlet  Fever,  all  belonging  to  our  own  district. 

The  Council  have  recently  purchased  a  Motor  Ambulance  for  the 
removal  of  Infectious  Cases  to  Hospital. 
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HOUSING. 

During  the  year,  48  New  Houses  have  been  erected,  as  follows: 


Eccleston  .  39 

Windle  .  5 

Speke .  -2 

Halewood .  4 

Ditton  .  1 


Total  .  48 


The  Council’s  Housing  Scheme  had  reached  the  following  stage  on 
December  31st : 


Schemes 

Submitted 

• 

No.  of  Lay-Outs. 

Houses  in  Plans. 

No.  of 

[douses. 

Sub¬ 

mitted 

Approved 

Sub¬ 

mitted 

Approved 

Work 

commenced 

Completed 

9 

7 

6 

180 

52 

34 

None 

I'1  ere  is  still  a  great  deal  of  overcrowding  in  the  district,  many  houses 
being  occupied  by  the  members  of  two  and  even  three  families. 

A  considerable  number,  too,  are  unfit  for  human  habitation,  but  no 
representations  with  a  view  to  making  closing  orders  have  been  made  to  the 
Authority,  because  of  the  shortage. 


HOUSING  INSPECTIONS,  &c. 

Total  Number  of  Houses  Inspected  .  13*2 

Number  Specially  Inspected  under  Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909  .  20 

(Particulars  of  these  Inspections  have  been  fully  recorded.) 

Closing  Orders  Made  .  None 

Dwelling-Houses  in  which  Defects  were  Remedied  without  making 

Closing  Orders  .  40 

Dwelling-Houses  put  into  a  Pit  State  after  making  Closing  Orders  .  None 

Dwelling-Houses  Demolished .  3 


General  Character  of  Defects  found  to  exist:  Dampness,  defective 
drainage,  defective  ventilation,  defective  privies  and  ashpits. 


THOMAS  IT.  MERCER. 


April,  19-21. 


